COLD WAR NEWSCAST PROJECT

TASK: your group will research, create, and present a newscast about an event occurring during the Cold War, from 1945-1991.

REQUIREMENTS:

1. Research Details: your group will need to include a minimum of six details to explain your event

A. Who is involved?  Countries; names of leaders; important individuals/groups

B. What happened? Explain what took place

C. When did it happen?  Dates, time period.  Was it a single event or where there many events leading up to it?  

D. Where did it occur?  Was the cause/effect in one country or many?

E. Why did it happen?  What were the reasons for the event occurring? 

F. How did it happen?  What did the major players do as the event occurred? 
2. Organize newscast and write the script. 

Use the “Master Plan” handout to organize your presentation.  The script should be written BEFORE you begin filming.  The script must be reflected in the final video presentation. Your group will need to report from the point of view of the countries or people involved.  Since the Cold War divided the world between the USA and the USSR, the points of view of these countries will be reflected in your topic. The following needs to be included in the newscast script and video presentation.
A. The six details (see above) and point of view of both sides.  

B. At least one eyewitness interview

C. Interviews with two “experts”- each offering a different perspective about the event.  Your experts can even address each other to debate specific points.

D. Time- the script will have enough information for a 7-10 minute video presentation.

E. Bibliography: the final page of your script needs to include a list of the websites used for researching details and images.

F. Review, revise, and rehearse your script before filming.  Your script will be graded!

PRESENTATION:

· Using a digital camera, film your group presentation.  Act out the script, use props, add sound effects, and creatively edit the video.  
· The format should be similar to a television newscast, however you have freedom to add appropriate segments such as commercials or sports updates.  All additional segments must make sense with the overall topic and time frame of your topic.
· Your finished newscast will be posted online and the link emailed to the teacher.  The newscasts will be presented to the class!
GROUPS:

You will be able to choose your groups.  No group will have more than four students.  Every student will be expected to contribute to the research, development of the script, and completion of the video.  You all have very busy schedules outside of school—it is up to you work out days/times to meet to complete this project.  If there are any issues that cannot be resolved, please see the instructor immediately.  

GRADING:

You will earn an individual and group grade for this project. A rubric will be posted on the project website!

TOPICS SIGN UP SHEET - Period ____
	Greek Civil War-- Truman Doctrine
	

	Yalta Conference
	

	Marshall Plan
	

	Berlin Blockade and Airlift
	

	Building the Berlin Wall 1961 / Fall of the Berlin Wall 1989
	

	Hungarian Uprising 1956
	

	Prague Spring 1968
	

	Soviet Union Gets the Atomic Bomb  1949
	

	Space Race (Launch of Sputnik; Man on the Moon)
	

	Cuban Revolution
	

	Bay of Pigs Invasion
	

	Cuban Missile Crisis
	

	Chinese Revolution- Mao Zedong and Communist China
	

	Great Leap Forward 1958-1960
	

	Cultural Revolution 1966
	

	Vietnam War – Up to US Escalation 1963
	

	Iranian Revolution – 1979 (aka Islamic Revolution)
	

	Soviet Invasion of Afghanistan - 1979
	

	Cambodian Genocide
	

	U2 spy plane Incident 
	

	Sandinistas in Nicaragua
	

	Tiananmen Square Massacre- China
	


Cold War Newscast
How to get organized:
1. Choose a leader or anchorpersons early.
2. As the group comes up with a news segment, fill in the “master plan” chart.
3. Try to make segments short and do 2 or 3 each rather than speaking for 3 minutes straight.
4. Create an outline of all news segments starting with the introduction of the news team to the sign off. Include names, topics, and approximate time.
5. Use the outline to write a detailed script.
6. Rehearse, If possible, to obtain a smooth presentation.
When you think you’ve finished your script and video, ask yourself these questions….

Information: 

· Does your script and newscast cover the six major details?

· Is your presentation detailed and historically accurate?

· Is there an eyewitness interview?

· Have TWO experts been included?

· Are both sides of the story being represented? 

Visuals/Sound Effects:

· Does your group use at least three visuals and sound?

· Note: Visuals and sound must include at least two of the following. You may include more.

· Maps

· Pictures

· Video footage

· Graphs

· Sound Effects

· Music from the time period

Video Presentation: 

· Is dialogue easy to hear?

· Do the segments flow in a sensible order?

· Are all segments appropriate for your topic?

Sources: 

· Does your group have a list of at least three sources included with your script?

· Include at least one source from the Internet and one from a book.

NEWS TEAM FORMAT

STATION CALL LETTERS: 
ANCHOR PERSON OR COANCHORS: 
REPORTERS: 
EYEWITNESS(ES):

EXPERTS:
NEWS PRESENTATION  MASTER PLAN (7-10 MINUTES)

	REPORTER’S NAME
	TOPIC OF SEGMENT
	LENGTH OF TIME
	LOCATION; PROPS/COSTUMES

	
	INTRODUCTION OF NEWS TEAM + SUMMARY OF KEY STORIES
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	CONCLUDING COMMENTS

+ SIGNOFF
	
	


